The Ascension

Paul Hardingham considers where
Jesus is now.

Standing at God’s right hand

Our experience of heaven is only
partial because of the presence of
suffering and disappointment in
our lives. Stephen, the
first Christian martyr,
saw Jesus ‘standing at

the right hand of God’

This month at Ascension Day, we
remember Jesus ascending to
‘God’s right hand’ (1 Peter 3:22).
It’s a somewhat neglected Christian
festival, taking place on a
Thursday, 40 days after Easter.
However, this phrase is used in
three different contexts in the New
Testament.

Sitting at God’s right hand

Jesus occupies a position of power
and authority at the centre of the
universe, ‘exalted to the right hand
of God’ (Acts 2:33). This position
was secured by His death and
resurrection, enabling us to
experience the life of heaven,
including eternal life, forgiveness,
healing and the power to transform
lives and communities. Is this our
expectation and experience?

(Acts 7:56), when
being stoned to death.
Do we see that Jesus is
on the throne and has
a purpose for our lives,
even when we are
going through setbacks
and difficulties? As a
result of Stephen's
death, the church grew and the
apostle Paul was impacted. Where
do we see the fruit of the suffering
in our lives?

Praying at God’s right hand

Finally, we are told that Jesus is
‘interceding for us’ at God’s right
hand (Romans 8:34 & Hebrews
7:25). Jesus is on our side at the
heart of the universe and fully
knows our needs when praying for
us. He is for us, even when we feel
defeated by the wrong things in
our lives. How does this help us
now?
So where has Jesus gone? Because
He is in heaven, the Ascension
opens up the possibility that we
can experience the life of heaven,
both now and in eternity.

There, but for the
grace of God, go I
by Ven John Barton

This saying is attributed to John
Bradford (1510-1555), who was
one of the Protestant
Reformers. When he saw criminals
on their way to execution, Bradford
would utter, “But for the grace of
God, there goes John Bradford.”
It was his way of acknowledging
that he depended every day on the
mercy of God, despite his sins,
which he considered were on a par
with those of rogues.
Sadly, Bradford’s freedom was to
last only a short time, for he was
convicted as a heretic,
incarcerated, and finally burned at
the stake, during the reign of
Queen Mary.
Renowned for his prayer life and
preaching, Bradford had continued
to proclaim the Gospel in
prison. One of his biographers
wrote, “He lived a long life in a very
short space of time.”

Foodbank
As the spring months open up,
we would like to thank everyone
who helps with the foodbank
and also helping to put together
the bags to give out to the
homeless in our city.
As you may know we have this
small foodbank, so as to have
non perishable groceries
permanently available for people
in our community.
We would like to thank everyone
who have so kindly contributed
to the community foodbank. If
you would like to continue
helping this winter, and of
course during the rest of the
year by contributing, please
bring non perishable groceries
such as tins and long life cartons
etc. and hand them to Roger.

Thank You
For Your Support

Christian Basics No 5:
Understanding the Bible
Paul Hardingham continues his
introduction to Christianity.

The Bible is a popular book, with
five billion copies sold worldwide
every year, as well as a uniquely
precious book. At her coronation
the Queen was given a Bible, ‘the

most precious thing this world
affords’.

The Bible isn’t simply one book, but
a library of 66 books, composed by
some 44 writers over a period of
1500 years in a range of styles
including history, poetry, prophecy,
letters and apocalyptic (looking at
the end times). Despite having a
number of different writers, the
Bible claims one author - God
Himself!
As the Word of God, it is the
primary way by which God speaks
to us. ‘All Scripture is God-breathed

and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the man of
God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work’ (2 Timothy
3:16). The Bible is inspired (‘the
word of God in the words of men’)
and is a manual for life, equipping

us to live for God in every aspect of
our lives. We also have the promise
of the Holy Spirit, who helps us to
apply its words to our lives: ‘But

when He, the Spirit of truth, comes,

He will guide you into all truth’
John 16:13.

The Bible can also be described as
a love letter from God, as it
deepens our relationship with Him.
Jesus said: ‘You diligently study the

Scriptures because you think that
by them you possess eternal life.
These are the Scriptures that
testify about Me, yet you refuse to
come to Me to have life’ (John

5:39,40). Christians follow a person
not a book, and the Scriptures are
intended to help us to know Jesus
better. Like a signpost, the Bible
points us to the person of Jesus.

We come together at 7.00pm every
Wednesday to study the Bible and
have fellowship over a cupper.
Come and join us this Wednesday
you will be made very welcome.
We will be continuing our study of
the Bible, based on the message
from the Sunday service, we can
ask questions regarding the
message or give our views or
opinions so that we can unlock the
message of the Bible for our lives.

Christ’s Legacy
By Ven John Barton

There was no mourning
when Christ’s
resurrection
appearances came to
an end. After the final
occasion we are told the disciples
‘worshipped Him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy’.
They had already experienced the
onset of grief caused by His death,
intensified because of the dreadful
manner of it and the consequent
crushing of their hopes. Then, with
feelings combining bewilderment
with elation, they were confronted
by Christ alive and had to rethink
everything they had understood
until then about the certainty of
death.
They became convinced that the
Crucifixion and Resurrection
signposted a new beginning, not an
ending, and that it gave fresh
purpose to humanity, past, present
and future.
Why was Christ’s final departure
met by joy rather than gloom? Here
are some reasons, which we might
think of as His legacies.
First, He had said that He was
going to prepare a place for His
followers. It’s worth pondering
John Chapter 14, to see why Jesus’

disciples were so
confident after
His Ascension.
Second, He
taught them His
departure was,
actually, for their benefit. Only in
this way would the ‘Advocate’
come. ‘Advocate’ is one translation
of a word meaning ‘called
alongside’ and is a description of
the Holy Spirit’s work in and for
humanity, then and now.
Third, Christ continues to campaign
for the human cause, though now
out of sight. The writer of the letter
to the Hebrews puts it bluntly: “He
is able to save to the uttermost
those who draw near to God
through Him, since He always lives
to make intercession for them.”
Paul writes something similar in his
letter to the Romans. It means that
Jesus prays for us nonstop, so
when we pray it’s like treading on
a moving walkway taking us in the
right direction.
Fourth, He came to show us what
the unseen God is like. When one
of His trainees asked, “Lord, show
us the Father”, the reply was,
“Have I been with you all this time
and you still do not know Me?
Whoever has seen Me has seen the
Father”. So, the more we
contemplate Jesus, the closer we
get to the unseen God.

Religious persecution
on the rise
By Ven John Barton

Muslims are having a hard time in
India at the hands of the militantly
Hindu Prime Minister Modi,
described by India’s Supreme Court
as a modern-day Nero. In China,
Muslims may be subjected to
indoctrination classes by the
government. And we remember
with horror the genocide of
Rohingya Muslims by the militantly
Buddhist army of
Myanmar (Burma). Most
fled to Bangladesh, which
now houses the world’s
largest refugee camp.
It is less well known that
among the Rohingya
people is another
persecuted
minority. Christian
Rohingyas are not only illtreated by the Burmese,
but also by Muslims of their own
ethnicity. Looking at religious
persecution worldwide, far more
Christians suffer than any others mainly as a result of Muslim
antagonism.
Although Coptic Christians lived in
Egypt centuries before Islam
arrived, they are subject to
“growing religious intolerance”
according to Human Rights

Watch. Hundreds have been killed,
churches sacked, businesses
destroyed. A steady stream of
Christian women and girls are
abducted. The same happens in
Nigeria, where girls are taken from
school by Boko Haram, which
means ‘Western education is
forbidden’. There, and in
neighbouring countries, the
nomadic Fulani militia are targeting
non-Muslim communities,
particularly Christians. Al Shabbab
is another terrorist group waging

jihad against the supposed
enemies of Islam in North and East
Africa.
In Morocco, Christian men are
arrested and fined for having a
Bible or discussing Christianity with
a Muslim. Women who become
Christians may be expelled from
their homes or forced to marry
non-Christians. Even in a moderate
country like Jordan, Muslims are

not allowed to convert, and
Christian men are prohibited from
marrying Muslim women (but not
the other way round). Tunisia also
bans conversion, as does Libya. It
is impossible to live openly as a
Christian in Afghanistan: even
before the Taliban took over,
converts had to flee the country or
be killed.
Christians are at risk in Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Indonesia,
Iran, Iraq . . . the list goes on. If
you want to help persecuted
Christians, get in touch with one of
the charities which supports them:

Christian Solidarity Worldwide,
https://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm
Open Doors,
https://www.opendoorsuk.org

Make time for your older
relatives. Is there anything
that we can do to help?

Many of our older people are
lonely. They lost touch with their
families during the pandemic, and
it seems that they have still not
caught up again.
A recent survey by Age UK found
that as many as 27 percent of
people aged 60 and over admit
that they speak less to their
families now, and 24 per cent of
older people say they feel less
close to their relatives than before
the pandemic.
The survey also found that millions
of older people have lost the
confidence to go out, and suffer
more from memory loss, disturbed
sleep, and anxiety.
The charity is urging people to
reach out to their older friends and
relatives and encourage them. It
warns: “The pandemic has had a
big impact on everyone and very
few of us are emerging from the
last two years completely
unscathed.”

On Monday mornings we go and
visit people who are unable to
come on Sundays and also go and
visit people who may not have
heard the Good News about Jesus.
We also go to Ridley market and
local places like Newington Green
and local public spaces like Gillett
Square and of course we have a
table of free books and Bibles,
New Testaments and other
portions of scripture in many
different languages. We put this
table out on the junction of Balls
Pond Road and King Henry's Walk.
If you would like any of this
literature for yourself or to give to a
friend in all different languages,
come along and help yourself. But
of course we would also love if you
could come and help to look after
the table, even if only for half an
hour.

The Fellowship Day last
month went really well.
We had a great time and
people were very
encouraged.
We therefore hope to
continue to do it on the
last Saturday of the
month, for the
next few months.

Starts midday onwards and
finishes with a film in the
evening… more details to
follow.

Passover meal
It was with anticipation and
excitement that I waited for
the privilege of joining in the
oldest meal celebration on earth
that has continuity to it and
that our Lord and Saviour
Yeshua partook of, the Passover
Sedar meal. The Church was
prepared and sisters and
brothers helping out with their
God given talents, the Passover
meal has so much biblical
symbolism that points to Christ.
So it’s a mixture of religious and
family meal, so with Christ and
the Menhorah lighting our way,
we remembered, we learnt and
we had wonderful fellowship and
we laughed and remembered the
reason Christ died, to wash away
the sins of the world.
Scot

And so Jesus
The wonder of You
Go’s on and on
Your river of love
Wide and strong
For no one can take
From me who You are
As You shine upon us
Like the Morning Star
This year, next year,
And years to come
Your river of life
Will run and run
How glad I am Lord
To walk your way
To ponder upon
All You have to say
For I know this journey
Has no end
This gift of hope
The message You send.
© Kenneth Lee(AKA Ken)

English is becoming,
like, less formal stuff,
maybe, okay?
In the biggest ever study of its
kind, researchers from Lancaster
University looked at 100 million
words to analyse trends. One
expert says: “The most striking
thing we found is how informal
language has become. There has
been a systematic shift towards
more informal vocabulary and
grammar.”
Some examples include a steep
decline in the use of modal verbs
such as ‘shall’, ‘must’ and ‘may’,
while the use of Mr and Mrs is
down by up to 57 percent. Instead,
first names are used more and
more often, even in formal letters.
Split infinitives are on the rise, and
‘shorthands’ such as ‘omg’ (oh my
God), ‘tbh’ to be honest and ‘defo’
are used so much that they are
now common parlance.

Could apostrophes become a thing
of the past? In the last three
decades alone, its use has declined
by eight percent.
On the other hand, the word
‘amazing’ has increased in use fivefold – from 16.6 times per million
to 88.6 times per million, while the
use of ‘maybe’ has almost tripled,
from 89.3 to 236.1 parts per
million.

in a neat line. The yoghurt pots are
all plastic. And on it goes…. Milk,
juice, water, pasta, rice, frozen
fish…. Almost everything we buy
comes with a layer of plastic
around it.

‘IN’ words on the street now
include: A bit, amazing, ‘cos, focus
groups, fame, global, internet, just,
like, maybe, me, net, ok, online,
phone, really, stuff, website

As Professor Steeve Fisher of the
University of Portsmouth points
out: “Half of all plastic becomes
waste within a year of being made,
and the vast majority isn’t
recycled. Eleven million metric
tonnes of plastic ends up in our
oceans ever year, a shocking figure
which is estimated to triple to near
29 million metric tonnes by 2040, if
nothing is done.”

‘OUT’ words include: Authority,
church, employment, may, which,
whom, Mr, Mrs, must, shall,
telephone, unemployment, upon,
usually.

Our addiction
to plastic
Take a good look next
time you go to the
supermarket. What is
the thing you see
most? Plastic.
It is everywhere. Tight
around the cucumbers,
holding the groups of
apples together,
protecting the chickens,
keeping the sausages

In the UK we use around 500,000
tonnes of plastic packages a year
just for our food, and we generate
7.7 million single-use water bottles.

Chorley Youth

Now Here’s a Thought:
<><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Those memorable school
reports…

What did your teachers say about
your progress at school? The
following were sent to a newspaper
~ One of my French reports simply
said: ‘Sheila attended the lessons’.
~ My teacher wrote: ‘He has an
overdeveloped unawareness.’
~ A friend’s son’s report said: ‘By
the time he has mastered French,
he will be too old to cross the
Channel.’
~ My teacher observed: ‘The
improvement in his handwriting has
revealed his inability to spell.
~ My teacher was a realist: ‘I am
sorry to have to tell you that he is
doing his best.

resolving that you will do
everything. - C H Spurgeon
Thinking of going on holiday?
Look in the mirror. If you look like
your passport photo, you probably
need the trip. - Anon
Don’t wait for people to be friendly,
show them how. - Anon
Assumption is the mother of all
foul-ups. - Anon
Be different. Conform. - Anon
Can atheists get insurance for acts
of God? - Anon
A smile is a curve which helps to
put things straight. - Anon
If you want to soar with the eagles
in the morning, you can’t hoot with
the owls all night. - Anon
Experience is a wonderful thing. It
enables you to recognise a mistake
when you make it again. - Anon
It is not how much we have, but
how much we enjoy, that makes
happiness. - C H Spurgeon

Miscellaneous
observations on life….
The way to do a great deal is to
keep on doing a little. The way to
do nothing at all is to be continually

Anxiety is an attempt to carry the
burden of the future oneself;
prayer is leaving it safely in the
hands of God. – Anon
Compassion is difficult to give away
because it keeps coming back. -

Anon

Every
Tuesday
From
11 am to 2 pm
The Wise Owls is for the over
50’ishh…we normally meet on
Tuesdays from 11 am to 2 pm.
At the Wise Owls we also
have a light meal at lunch time,
around 1.00pm.
Come and meet with other
people for coffee, light lunch,
games, knitting, gardening,
internet access (with a little
help), and of course fellowship,
or just a friendly chat.

Come and join us,
it’s free and everyone
is very welcome.

