God of the
mountains,
God of the
valleys.

By Dr Ruth M Bancewicz
Where were you when I laid the
earth’s foundation? Tell me, if
you understand. Who marked off
its dimensions? Surely you
know! Who stretched a
measuring line across it? On
what were its footings set, or
who laid its cornerstone ... The
earth takes shape like clay under
a seal; its features stand out like
those of a garment… Have you
journeyed to the springs of the
sea or walked in the recesses of
the deep?

Job 38:4–7, 14, 16

These verses from the biblical book
of Job focus on the Earth, from the
top of the highest mountains to the
deepest valleys of the sea floor.
Job used to have a very
comfortable life, but lost
everything: health, children, and
much of his property. He can see
no obvious reason for this terrible
turn of events, so he demands an
answer from God, asking “What
have I done to you…? Why have
you made me your target?”
There is no direct reply to Job’s
question, but instead a long
conversation with his friends, three
of which assume (wrongly) that he
must be being punished for doing
something very bad. When God
finally speaks, He draws Job’s

attention to his surroundings. The
sun, moon and stars, the
immensity of land and sea, the
creatures that inhabit them, and
the processes that produce weather
are a wonderful display of God’s
creative power. God is the origin
and sustainer of all these things,
and they are far beyond anything
humankind could produce, fully
understand or imagine – even
today.
The things we do know about the
processes described in Job can help
us appreciate how marvellous they
are. Mountains are produced by the
movement of the Earth’s rocky
crust over great periods of time.
Erosion by weathering or glaciers
then grinds down those rocks to
produce the mineral component of
soil.
Considering the wider perspective
of creation can help restore our
sense of who we are, who God is,
and where we fit into His purposes.
God speaks to Job in the midst of
his suffering, lifting his eyes to the
power and creativity of his Maker.
Only after this theology lesson are
Job’s practical needs addressed.
What will life be like for us over the
coming months? A constant check
on our own thinking – reminding
ourselves of the bigger picture of
God’s plans and purposes – might
be just what we need to help us
keep going.

We come together at 6.00pm every
Wednesday to study the Bible and
have fellowship, even in these very
challenging times as we follow the
new guidelines.
Come and join us this Wednesday
you will be made very welcome.
We will be continuing our study of
the Bible, based on the message
from the Sunday service, we can
ask questions regarding the
message or give our views or
opinions so that we can unlock the
message of the Bible for our lives.
If you would like to receive a
printed copy of the Bible Study,
please ask Roger or Joe, or if you
would prefer to do a totally free
Bible correspondence course,
please do not hesitate to contact
us.

A BIG thank you to everyone for
their help and contributions for last
year, and if you would like to help
with filling your own box or would
like to contribute to this years
Christmas shoebox appeal, please
give your donations to Jas, Noreen,
Emma, Joe or Roger and they will
pass them on, so as to fill up as
many boxes as possible.
Please note that due to restrictions
on Saturday when we will be
putting the boxes together, this
year will be very different and we
will only be able to have a few
people filling the boxes in the main
hall. This will be in order to keep
everyone safe. Thank you to
everyone who has already
contributed for this year. You can
also see further information or
donate on our website at:
www.chorleycommunitychurch.org

Again a BIG thank you
to everyone for your
fantastic help.

80 years on, we still
need courage
and endurance
By Revd John Crew
This year is the 80th anniversary of
the Battle of Britain – when the
horrors of the Luftwaffe bombs
were heavy over British skies. On
this Remembrance Day we can only
imagine the terror of living in
Coventry, in Liverpool, in London
during those months, 80 years ago.
It must have seemed like the
beginning of the end of the world.
It is a good time to stop and thank
God that in the end, evil did not
prevail. Hitler did not win the battle
to dominate Europe. His expected
‘rule of a 1000 years’ lasted a mere
12 years (1933 to 1945). And we
can thank God for the courage and
endurance of our fathers and
grandfathers, our mothers and
grandmothers, in the midst of such
towering darkness and destruction.

Sadly, 80 years on, the world is still
at war. Man’s greed, arrogance
and desire for domination have not
gone away. There are still battles
to be fought for our land, major
problems to be solved.
Coronavirus, economic uncertainty,
terrorism, climate warming… the
threats are different from Hitler,
but our need for courage,
endurance and perseverance is the
same.
It is a good time to pray for our
nation and ourselves, to turn to
God in repentance and in faith, to
‘walk more nearly’ and ‘follow Him
more clearly’. It is a good time to
be ready to serve our God and
serve our neighbour in whatever
ways lie open before us.

Andrew the first
disciple of Jesus
Andrew who is celebrated on
the30th November in Scotland, is
probably best known to us as the
patron saint of Scotland, though his
only connection with the country is
that some of his bones were
reputedly transported in the 8th
century to Fife and preserved at a
church in a place now named St
Andrews.
In fact, there are so many legends
about him all over Europe and the
Middle East that it’s safest to stick
to what the Gospels tell us - though
the strong tradition that he was
martyred by crucifixion is probably
true and is perpetuated in the
‘St Andrew’s Cross’, the ‘saltyre’ of
Scotland.

The Gospels record that he was
one of the first disciples of Jesus,
and the very first to bring someone
else to Christ - his own brother.
Like many fervent Jews at the time
Andrew and an unnamed
companion had been drawn to the
desert, to be taught by the
charismatic prophet known to us as
John the Baptist. Many thought
that he was the long-promised
Messiah, but John insisted that he
was not. ‘I am the voice crying in
the wilderness,’ he told the crowds.
‘Prepare the way of the Lord! One
comes after me who is greater
than I am.’
So when one day John pointed out
Jesus to Andrew and his friend and
described him as the ‘Lamb of
God’, the two young men assumed
that the next stage of their spiritual

search was about to unfold. So, as
Jesus made off, they followed him.
All the more strange, then (though,
on reflection, very true to human
nature) that when Jesus turned and
asked them what they were
‘seeking’, all they could come up
with was a lame enquiry about his
current place of residence: ‘where
are you staying?’ Or, perhaps, they
were hinting that what they were
seeking could not be dealt with in a
brief conversation. If they could
come to his lodgings, perhaps their
burning questions might be
answered.
The reply of Jesus was the most
straight-forward invitation anyone
can receive: ‘Come and see’. Come
and see what I’m like, what I do,
the sort of person I am. What an
invitation!
The results of their response were
in this case life-changing - for
themselves, and for many other
people. Andrew brought his
brother, Peter, to Jesus. The next
day Jesus met Philip and called him
to ‘follow‘. Philip then brought
Nathaniel. The little apostolic band
who would carry the message of
Jesus to the whole world was being
formed.
They came, they saw, they were
conquered! And right at the front of
the column, as it were, was
Andrew, the first disciple of Jesus.

On Monday mornings we go and
visit people who are unable to
come on Sundays (keeping to
new restrictions) and also go and
visit people who may not have
heard the Good News about Jesus.
We also go to Ridley market and
local places like Newington Green
and local public spaces like Gillett
Square and of course we have a
table of free books and Bibles,
New Testaments and other
portions of scripture in many
different languages. We put this
table out on the junction of Balls
Pond Road and King Henry's Walk.
If you would like any of this
literature for yourself or to give to a
friend in all different languages,
come along and help yourself. But
of course we would also love if you
could come and help to look after
the table, even if only for half an
hour.

Foodbank
As we approach the cold winter
months we would like to thank
everyone who helps with the
foodbank and also helping to put
together the bags to give out to
the homeless in our city.
As you may know we have this
small foodbank, so as to have
non perishable groceries
permanently available for people
in our community.
We would like to thank everyone
who have so kindly contributed
to the community foodbank. If
you would like to continue
helping this winter, and of course
during the rest of the year by
contributing, please bring non
perishable groceries such as tins
and long life cartons etc. and
hand them to Irene.

Thank You
For Your Support

Social lifeline
to older people
It is not a surprise that older
people are demonstrably happier
when they can stay in touch with
friends and family.
Now recent research by University
College London (UCL) has found
that people over 50 who use the
internet for communicating with
loved ones, have better mental
health. But they tend to feel worse
when they use the internet for
information, such as job-hunting.
As one researcher said, the
internet “does provide some
substitute for face-to face
communication, and does have a
positive impact on mental health.”

Women like hugs
Women are more genetically
predisposed to giving you a hug
than a man is.
According to a recent study at
Arizona University, about 45 per

cent of a woman’s desire for
affection is hereditary, while the
remaining 55 per cent is due to
environmental factors. In
comparison, men’s ‘skin hunger’ is
due to entirely environmental
factors.

had had heart attacks found that
hostile personality traits (sarcasm,
cynicism, resentment, impatience,
irritability) was a common factor.
One doctor at the University of
Tennessee said: “We know that
taking control of lifestyle habits
improved the outlook for heart
attack patients, and our study
suggests that improving hostile
behaviour could also be a positive
move.”

Nurture your
friendships

The scientists found that, ‘almost
without exception’, women tend to
be more affectionate than men.
“There is some speculation that
affectionate behaviour is more
health supportive for women than it
is for men, and that it helps women
to manage the effects of stress
more than it does for men.”

Lower your hostility
Keep calm, and keep kind, if you
want to live longer. It seems that
being sarcastic and irritable only
makes heart attack victims more
likely to die from a second
coronary.
A recent study in the US on the
personality traits of patients who

Lockdown has damaged our social
life, so badly that many of our
friendships may not be the same
for up to a year after lockdown.
And although Zoom is ‘extremely
good’ at slowing down the rate of a
friendship’s decay, ‘nothing on
earth is going to stop a relationship
quietly sliding away, if you don’t
once in a while meet up
physically.”
So warns an Oxford University
academic, Robin Dunbar, who is an
evolutionary psychology professor.
He was talking to BBC Radio 4’s
Today.

Lighthouse Arts Centre

Now Here’s a Thought:
As two politicians walked through
the countryside, they noticed some
tracks.
First said, "Deer tracks?"
Second said, "No, bear tracks."
However, the conversation ended
abruptly when a train hit them.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><>
A missionary took his old car to the
garage for an oil change. After the
mechanic had briefly inspected
under the bonnet he turned to the
missionary: “If I were you, I’d
keep the oil and change the car.”
<><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Notice in a farmer's field: The
farmer allows walkers to cross this
field for free. But the bull charges.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><>
On a repair shop door:
We can repair anything. (Please
knock hard for entry – bell broken)
<><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Now Here’s
a Question:

A distraught senior citizen phoned
her doctor's office. "Is it true??"
she wanted to know, "that the
medication you prescribed has to
be taken for the rest of my life?"
"I'm afraid so," the doctor told her.
There was a moment of silence
before the senior lady replied, "I'm
wondering, then, just how serious
is my condition, this prescription is
marked 'NO REFILLS'!"
<><><><><><><><><><><><><>
Avery old man was seen fleeing
down the corridor of the hospital,
just before his operation.
"What's the matter?" he was
asked.
He said, "I heard the nurse say,
'It's a very simple operation, don't
worry, I'm sure it will be all right.'"
"She was just trying to comfort
you, what's so frightening about
that?"
"She wasn't talking to me. She was
talking to my surgeon!"
<><><><><><><><><><><><><>

What belongs
to you, but
people use it more than
you?
The answer in the
next newsletter.

A very old man appeared at the
door and said, “Madam, I’m the
piano tuner.”
“I didn’t call for a tuner,” the
pianist said. “I know, lady,” the
man said. “Your neighbour did.”

An update
on Covid-19
The Wise Owls is for the over
50’ishh…we would normally
meet on the last Thursday of
every month.
Unfortunately at the moment
we are unable to come
together due to Covid-19,
but we will let you know as
soon as the Wise Owls are
able to open up again and
enjoy a time of fellowship
together again.
Remember we can still meet
up virtually on WhattsApp
and Zoom, you can meet up
with other people for a chat
and coffee etc. If you need
help please let us know, we
may be able to help you.

